
Savian was eight when his friends started to go to camp. 
Long-time family friend and mentor Lindsay Facknitz 
mentioned to Savian’s mother that Colvig Silver Camps 
(CSC) would be an amazing opportunity for her son. 
Lindsay, a Colvig alumna (daughter of Anne and Eric 
Weidmann who helped develop the CSC site and 
program) believed that Savian would thrive there… 
and she was right.

SANDRA, SAVIAN AND LINDSAY

The John Austin Cheley Foundation (JACF) 
has been fortunate to work with hundreds 
of remarkable young people over the 
past 29 years. These amazing children 
have each undertaken a unique pathway 
through life, and with the help of our 
incredible partners and camps, have been 
provided with an opportunity of a lifetime. 
Savian is one of those extraordinary young 
men, and this is his story.
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ENJOYING THE JOURNEY–
ONE STEP AT A TIME

“What did I learn at camp? Perseverance. The concept of 
just one more step can be applied to about anything in 
your life. One step at a time and you can make it to the 
end. It also teaches you to enjoy the journey - because 
it’s not really about the destination.” – Savian



Now that the Capstone project is complete, Savian 
will be spending his last summer at camp, where 
he will continue to develop hard skills such as 
logistics, campsite management, and navigation, 
and soft skills like leadership and responsibility 
during backcountry excursions. The progressive 
nature of the CSC program culminates in a 26-day 
backcountry adventure known as ‘Pathfinding’. 
For Savian and his fellow Pathfinders, these skills 
will be honed to a degree that will empower them 
to plan and lead outdoor excursions on their own, 
while continuing to develop core character skills 
and create lifelong friendships. This pinnacle 
experience for Savian is something he has 
earned and will value for the rest of his life.

“Having watched Savian grow each summer, it is 
apparent he is a deeply compassionate person and 
friend, with leadership skills that benefit those 
who spend time with him during camp activities 
and out on the trail,” said Clay Colvig, director 
of Colvig Silver Camps. “Many of these qualities 
are inherent in Savian, and CSC has simply 
provided him a platform to share those qualities 
with others while practicing the technical and 
leadership skills he values. In Pathfinding, Savian 
will have an opportunity to further build upon 
these skills alongside the friends he has shared 
CSC with for the past six summers.”

What’s Next for Savian?

It is clear that Savian is enjoying each adventure 
he undertakes. He intends to be an exchange 
student and has received a scholarship to study in 
northern Australia this year. Once he returns and 
finishes his summer as a Pathfinder, he plans on 
going back to CSC as an assistant counselor. 
Savian has ambitions to travel after high school so 
that he can learn a variety of languages, immersing 
himself in different cultures and living in different 
countries. Who knows where the next road will take 
him? We cannot wait to see the destination.

“Thank you, John Austin Cheley Foundation, for this 
amazing addition to our lives.” - Sandra

Sandra, Savian’s mother, vividly 
remembers coming to camp to 
pick him up the very first summer 
and recalls the five counselors 
who wanted a photo with him 
before he left. After taking the 
picture, they described Savian 
as a truly amazing person. 
They had decided that if Savian 
did not get the JACF scholarship 
the following summer, they 
would pool their funds for his 
return. Luckily for those young 
counselors, JACF provided the 
campership for Savian’s next 
six summers. 

During the past several years, 
Savian prospered and became 
a leader, both at camp and in 
school. In turn, he also gave 
back to his community. In 2017, 
Savian completed his JACF 
Capstone Project, focusing on 
the conservation of Strawberry 
Fields, a project dedicated to the 

preservation of an undeveloped 
open space in his community. 
During this project he learned a 
very important lesson about life. 

“I found out that it is not as difficult 
as I expected to bring a lot of 
awareness to an issue and have a 
big impact on a movement. It is 
very easy if everyone contributes. 
If you work as a group, a lot can 
be accomplished,” said Savian.

Lindsay, Savian’s mentor, has 
witnessed significant growth in 
Savian through the completion of 
his Capstone Project and through 
his overall camp experiences. 
“I think that Savian has always had 
very independent and adventurous 
and kind and thoughtful qualities 
in him, but I think that the 
camp experience at Colvig has 
accelerated and really brought 
those kinds of qualities rushing 
to the forefront of his life.”

“Savian adds much to any group he joins. 
He is so kind and thoughtful and ready to 
lend a hand that he elevates everyone’s 
mood! His peers benefit from his guidance 
and expertise, and adults value his readiness 
to extend himself and contribute constructively 
both inside and outside the classroom. 
Fountain Valley School is lucky to have 
him as part of the community!”

– Rob Gilbert, Savian’s School Counselor

ENJOYING THE JOURNEY–ONE STEP AT A TIME

$1,147,240* 
TOTAL VALUE OF COLVIG 
CAMPERSHIPS AWARDED

COLVIG CAMPERSHIPS AWARDED 
SINCE 2002

26 Pathfinding Expeditions
COMPLETED BY JACF

CAMPERS

216

15 
CAPSTONE PROJECTS COMPLETED

BY JACF CAMPERS ATTENDING COLVIG

COLVIG SILVER CAMPS 
PARTNERSHIP AT A GLANCE

*CALCULATED AT TODAY’S COSTS



Meet REACH Prep
The John Austin Cheley Foundation 
(JACF) is honored to have established 
alliances with several youth mentoring 
organizations across the country. 
These alliances have helped us to 
identify highly-motivated kids from 
low-income families to participate 
in our program. JACF has adopted a 
partnership approach to funding this 
life-changing opportunity for our 
campers and believes that long-term 
partnerships produce the greatest 
impact on the kids we serve. 

Since 2013, JACF has enjoyed a 
fruitful partnership with REACH 
Prep, a nonprofit based in Stamford, 
Connecticut. Together we have sent 
37 REACH Prep scholars to JACF 
Associate Camps across the nation, 
with more to come this summer. 

About REACH Prep

Founded in 1994, REACH Prep helps 
motivated and talented students 
from underserved communities in 
Fairfield and Westchester counties 
and the Bronx gain admission 
to and thrive in rigorous 
independent schools. 

Upon placement, students benefit 
from a 12-year educational continuum, 
including comprehensive academic 
enrichment, leadership training, 
and supplementary individual and 
family guidance, which prepares 
them to succeed at and graduate 
from competitive colleges. 

REACH Prep’s model of access to 
high-quality education, along with 
sustained, comprehensive and 
long-term support, achieves college 
success rates that defy trends and 
national statistics.

A Strong Partnership

REACH Prep strives to provide 
constructive and enriching summer 
experiences for scholars. One of 
their strategic goals is to provide 
transformative and otherwise 
unobtainable experiences 
that will lead to personal and 
academic growth for each scholar, 
and that is why JACF is such an 
excellent partner for REACH 
Prep. By partnering together, 
both organizations can provide 
each student with a program that 
provides an environment where 
students can thrive throughout 
the entire year.

Meet One of Our Campers

Cesar, a REACH Prep Scholar since 
2014, has been a JACF camper since 
2016. He is from New Rochelle, 

“Bringing student-focused community organizations together with shared 
goals and values ultimately strengthens and empowers the students 
whom we collectively serve. Working with the John Austin Cheley 
Foundation has helped REACH Prep students gain access to transformative 
summer opportunities year after year. Our partnership has allowed us to 
provide more holistic support and enrichment that undoubtedly help our 
students continue to thrive.” – Gina Lucas, CEO REACH Prep

Did You Know?
JACF campers reported 
significant growth in their 
AFFINITY FOR NATURE, 
PROBLEM SOLVING and 
INTEREST IN EXPLORATION 
as a direct result of attending 
camp last summer. 

79% of our 2017 campers 
have reapplied to return to 
camp in 2018 - continuing 
to build upon the growth and 
development they achieved 
last summer.

JACF partners with NINE high-
quality summer camps located 
in ARIZONA, COLORADO, 
MAINE, MINNESOTA and 
WISCONSIN.

JACF has adopted a partnership 
approach to funding this life-
changing opportunity - sharing 
the financial investment between 
ourselves, our partners and the 
families of the kids we serve. 

MEET REACH PREP

REACH Prep provides access to transformative educational experiences that empower underserved, high-achieving 
students to graduate from top colleges and emerge as the next generation of leaders.

New York, and plans to attend 
Cheley Colorado Camps in Estes 
Park, Colorado, again this summer. 

“With the help of the John Austin 
Cheley Foundation, I was able 
to go to Cheley Colorado Camps. 
I remember that summer was 
my first time ever flying alone 
to Colorado. That was a scary 
experience for me but once I got 
there I met new friends and people 
from around the world and they 
helped me out in overcoming the 
challenges that I faced at camp 
and I really loved that.” 
– Cesar M., Cheley Colorado Camps

TJ Ramirez, Cesar’s mentor and 
the Director of Middle School 
Programs at REACH Prep, has seen 
significant growth in Cesar’s self-
confidence because of attending 
camp. “Knowing Cesar for the past 
two years has been a true pleasure. 
His charisma, respectfulness, and 
kind spirit are evident in all that 
he does. This has been in major 
part due to his summer camp 
experiences at Cheley Colorado 
Camps. During our first meeting 

Cesar was slightly hesitant and 
shy, but immediately lit up when 
he began speaking about his 
time in Colorado. Fast forward 
one year, Cesar has been called 
on several times to speak with 
kids and adults to present about 
his summer experiences. Summer 
camp has undoubtedly given Cesar 
a stronger sense of self and a more 
confident and outgoing personality 
that was previously untapped.” 
For more information on REACH 
Prep please visit: www.reachprep.org

Other Alliance Members

JACF is proud 
to partner 
with several 
high-quality 
youth 
mentoring 
organizations 
across the 
nation like REACH Prep. To learn 
more about the organizations 
we work with visit our website at 
www.cheleyfoundation.org/about/
alliances/cao.
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“I was amazed at how much more mature, 
confident and independent he was when 
he came back from camp. It’s exciting 
seeing how he has developed and grown 
over the five years he has attended camp 
on a JACF Campership.” 

 – Amber M. (mother of Dom - Sanborn Camps)

Join Our Monthly 
Giving Program
Did you know that if you join our 
monthly giving program for only 
$25 a month, you can provide the 
equipment a camper needs to go 
to camp and help fund their camp 
bank account for the summer?  
What an impact! Make your 
monthly pledge today at: 
www.cheleyfoundation.org/donate

Your Investment Matters

Leave a Legacy
Many of our supporters have decided 
to leave a gift to the John Austin 
Cheley Foundation (FEIN #48-
1077337) in their wills or estate plans 
so that they can have an even greater, 
long-term impact on a child’s life.  

If you would like more information 
on leaving an impactful gift in your 
will or naming JACF as a beneficiary 
on your life insurance policy or 
retirement fund, please contact 
Alyssa Street at 720.981.2532 or at 
alyssa.street@cheleyfoundation.org.

Your Investment Matters
The John Austin Cheley Foundation truly appreciates your investment 
in the future of our youth. Here are a few ways you can make a 
significant impact on our campers by supporting JACF:

life and catch their breath. It gives 
them a chance to create a vision 
for the bigger picture of their lives 
and cultivate critical skills. 
They explore nature, participate 
in new adventures, and test 
their limits by problem solving, 
engaging in teamwork, citizenship 
and independent activity. And 
they can do all this and more in 
a safe and healthy environment 
surrounded by caring and 
supportive adult role models. 

We are convinced that ongoing 
partnerships and long-term access 
to camp produce the greatest 
lasting impact upon the kids we 
serve: It is through the strength 
of partnering GREAT camps 
with aligned youth mentoring 
organizations that we can help to 
change the trajectory of the lives 
of the kids we serve. 

This combination of elements, 
shared experiences and opportunities 
is the power of the camp experience, 
and it can last a lifetime, helping 
young people navigate the 
challenges ahead. 

Are you interested in 
learning more? Be sure to 
read the full article at: 
www.cheleyfoundation.org/
impact/gathering-evidence.

Gathering Evidence for the Impact of Camp
Measuring the outcomes of attending camp is an important piece of 
understanding the value of the numerous partnerships that we have 
established. In fact, JACF has embarked upon a multi-year outcomes-
based research project to collect data from our campers and their parents 
or guardians to evaluate the impact of camp upon NINE specific skills that 
help build successful, contributing members of society.

What Have We Learned?

We are convinced that kids need camp: Camp provides opportunities for 
children and young adults to pull away from the pressures of modern 

$150,000 Endowed Campership
Deliver the summer camp experience for one camper per 
year in perpetuity

$50,000 Power of Ten
This generous sponsorship level makes it possible for ten 
campers to attend camp for one summer

$25,000 Adopt a Camper 
A one-on-one relationship between the sponsor and a camper 
for his/her entire camp career (usually five years)

$10,000 Double Campership
Your generosity will fund two campers for a summer

$5,000 Full Campership
The summer of a lifetime for one lucky camper

$2,500 Half Campership
Your funding will pay half the expenses for one summer camper

$1,000 Cultivator 
Provide an introductory camp experience for a young camper

$500 Transporter 
Provide travel expenses for one camper

$250 Outfitter 
Provide equipment for one camper

$100 Piggy Banker
Fund a camper’s bank account during his/her stay



1420 N. Ogden St. Suite 102
Denver, CO 80218

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
DENVER, CO

PERMIT NO. 2882

John Austin Cheley Foundation Annual Newsletter 
Volume 2018, Issue 1 of 1
Published Annually by John Austin Cheley Foundation

Why I Support JACF
“The wilderness experiences provided by the John Austin Cheley Foundation through camp make a significant 
difference in the lives of children, helping to build their sense of independence, self-confidence, and belonging.  
It has been our family’s pleasure to support this worthwhile organization through the Laura Naugle Sanborn 
& Mary Colvig Miller Campership Fund.
- Anne Weidmann 

Would you like more information? Visit our website at www.cheleyfoundation.org


